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G ino Tonutti, an enterprising man from a family with the iron sickness in
their blood. The birth of the museum.

Slender, slim, not too tall, agile and restless with lively penetrating and
observing eyes, fidgety hands, always in continuous movement to underline
the emphasise of the speech. This could be the portrait of Gino Tonutti but
only if you stop at his appearance and don’t search further into his background.

Gino is far more then that he has a fervid and genial mind, always
searching for novelties in automobiles and mechanisms, to examine and almost
dissect. Born in a family of artisans who were fully absorbed in che reality of
the suffering of the farmers. His mind is full of ideas in the research of new
tools that can facilitate and ease the task of our people. He has always been

like that, even when he was a child and I shared the desk with him in the ele-
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Lord of Industry, Gino Tonutti the founder of the museum and his family.
From left to right: Gianmaria Tonutti, Emanuela Zanin Tonutti, Elsa Tonutti, Gino
Tonucti, Fulvio Tonutt, Carlo Tonutr.



mentary school above the Povoletto dairy. He did nor tolerate the scoldings
that the good roman teacher, Edvige Cattarossi, would give him in her vain
attempts to try and stop his restless curiosity.

Gino preferred sciences, mathematics, cars and inventions to the sing-
songs of Pascoli's poetry. He was fascinated by the frantic beat of the hammer
on the red-hot iron handled with huge tongs, held by powerful hands and
muscular arms in the paternal blacksmith’s workshop, in the middle of the
disorder of the utensils spread all over the floor, which was covered with fil-
ings and soot. Gino learnt the art of the blacksmith quickly as it ran in the
family blood and he had inherited the sickness of the iron “mal del fiar” from
his grandfather “vigj” and his father Umberto.

All “Master Vigj's" children were resourceful, dynamic and exception-
al workers, that divided all the various working specialisation between them
in their workshop which was situated in the area near the Cividina canal. The
energy to action the powerful machinery in their workshop was drawn from
the water of this canal. It was Gino who closed (not without sadness) the old
blacksmith workshop in Selvis, that had replaced the smaller and older work-
shop, owned by Marsure Beltramini, in Povoletto. He had understood that the
times were changing and that the old structure of the workshop (locally
named “farie”) would not stand up to the advent of progress and modern
techniques. The Friuli region was changing.

The society was changing and even the human demands were changing
and by now they were not satisfied and nor would they accept the old fashion
methods anymore.

It was then thar in the imaginative, enterprising and adventurous mind
of Gino the new workshop (Tonutti Farm Machinery Co.) was born in Selvis
of Remanzacco, a few minutes away from the old workshop (locally named
farie), that had produced thousands of urensils, machines and agricultural
implements which were very often original designs, patented and always effi-
cient. These were exported all over the world, from Germany to all che East
European countries and from America to Australia.

What would be the destiny of the old workshop “farie™?

Maybe somebody would have demolished it and assigned it to other
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